UNWETTER – A Press Release

UNWETTER is a group of people – artists, cultural critics, historians of art and others –, which is based in Berlin. To call us a formation would arouse a sense of too much forwardness and closure, whereas UNWETTER is precisely about the undoing of too much jumping-straight-to-the-point, of too early jumping to conclusions. However, we do have goals, direction, responsibility and hang together. Therefore, UNWETTER could be called a people’s equivalent to weather formations.

Like weather formations – rain, clouds, wind or storm – UNWETTER came into being, emerged one might say, through a specific constellation of circumstances. Important in a catalytical sense was the one year long ‘Ideas Lab’ that Sarat Maharaj, professor of art history at London’s Goldsmiths College, taught from autumn 2001 through summer 2002 while he was a guest professor at Berlin’s Humboldt-University.UNWETTER’s primary concern is non-academic knowledge production. To this end (although the word ‘end’ does not imply finitude or teleology, rather a direction) UNWETTER establishes temporary discursive sets and situations within the artworld, connecting this context to the sphere of the political, connecting these places among each other, connecting people, also connecting ideas and thoughts. 

Our basic format is the Discursive Picnic: first held upon the opening of documenta 11 in Kassel, then reworked and developed further on the UNWETTER-Summer-of-2002-tour in Vienna, Belgrade and Malmö. We invite people for an intellectual and physical picnic. From the UNWETTER-thermos-box where thoughts are kept cool UNWETTER members present their work, do a brief introduction of people and ideas; and then the situation takes off, or rather, we sit down for a picnic. When finished, we take back our blanket and leave with shared ideas, new acquaintances – or with just the experience of having eaten on a museum floor.

From a theoretical point of view, a number of concepts might be used to describe what UNWETTER is doing. That UNWETTER actually is about doing, about thinking and doing, could be accounted for by using the term performativity. How we came into being and how we sustain the thing, might be called self-organization. The open-ended-ness which characterizes the typical UNWETTER situation might be explained by pointing to our taste for non-linearity. The connective practice calls for calling us rhizomal. The problem with all these concepts is: the terms are good, but inherent is the terminating danger of tagging, of trading them too easily. Therefore, UNWETTER tries to look at them, to work with them, but also to resolve them in different streams of thought, to transform them; or sometimes just to leave them aside. As the German term Un-Wetter suggests, we are trying to establish non-binary situations. Un-Wetter could mean weather and non-weather at the same time, a-weather, so to speak. Same holds for the treatment of theory within the UNWETTER context. Theory is not defined in opposition to practice, but made practical. Praxis can turn to theory and back again.

Therefore, the best way for thinking (about) UNWETTER might actually be the model of the picnic: We arrive, unpack, develop, repack and travel to another place.

UNWETTER is a Berlin-based Project and came into being 2002 after the Sarat Maharaj’s seminar ‘Ideas lab’. The seminar served as a workshop for the exploration of ideas, partially in preparation for documenta 11 that Sarat was about to co-curate, as an open-ended process, a discursive experiment. In what could hardly be called a ‘class’ any more, internationals in Berlin (Germans, Americans, Italians, Danes, Canadians, Dutch, Belgians, British etc.) met, thoughts were circulated, art was looked at, Joyce’s Ulysses was read, contemporary politics was discussed, people came, people went – and suddenly UNWETTER as an independet project had emerged. It was there, it was in the air – ‘es lag in der Luft’ as German puts it. Thus emerging from a laboratory, Unwetter has never lost its experimental condition, in the sense that Unwetter re-creates and develops the lab situation.

PAGE  
1

